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Ventura County Best in Climate and Scenery
Why we should “Treasure Our Farms”

By: Matt Guthrie
It has been the talk of the town for the past
few weeks…Ventura County is #1. Unless
you’ve been disconnected from social
media and conversations at coffee shops
and across dinner tables, you’ve likely heard
the news. A Washington Post blog, posted
on August 17th, ranked Ventura County
as the single most desirable place to live
in the United States. The designation was
based on criteria laid out in the “natural
amenities index”, a measure by which the
U.S. Department of Agriculture assigned
rankings for a county’s attractiveness as a
place to live. Their criteria focus on factors
which are more permanent and less prone
to changes resulting from human influence.
Specifically: warm winters, winter sun, temperate summers, low summer humidity,
topographic variation
and proximity to large
bodies of water are
taken into account.
For those of us who live here, we probably
had our suspicions all along. With amazing
weather and so much natural beauty
around us, it’s not hard to understand why
we love it here. Certainly Ventura County
fits the description above and our place
atop the ranking is justifiable. As a lifelong
resident of Ventura, it was never lost on me
that I could surf and then hike a national
forest a few hours later or golf in shorts on
Christmas Eve every year (a tradition I like
to promote on social media for all of my
friends shoveling snow in the Midwest).
This practice usually results in revenge
replies reminding me of their local gas
prices or that they have double the house
for less than half the price.

While mild climate, breathtaking views and
the abundance of recreational opportunities would generally factor into a popular
place to live, these haven’t always been the
most pressing priorities. A report by David
A. McGranahan (Food and Rural Economic
Division, Economic Research Service, USDA)
notes that natural resources have always
been a factor in luring population in the
past. However, the current emphasis on a
pleasant environment for recreation and
residence has replaced the historical desire
for economic necessities like fertile lands,
minerals and timber. As nice as it may be for
Ventura County to be an attractive destination for wealthy retirees, many of us live and
work here and have families and children
with hopes of doing the same. In order to
make that a reality, we must emphasize
the importance of a
good economic climate
along with our amazing
natural climate.
Clearly, one of Ventura County’s unique and
defining attributes is its diverse agricultural
industry. It is precisely because of our mild
climate and rich soil that we are able to grow
some of the most desirable, healthy food
in the world. Have you ever encountered
anyone who doesn’t consider this an incredibly valuable asset? With over 400,000
acres of land in farming and ranching, our
working landscapes are a proud part of our
history and identity as well as a tremendous asset to the people who live here. Agriculture benefits us in countless ways. So,
we ask…what would happen if our farms
and ranches disappeared? Would Ventura
County be as desirable of a place to live?
(continued on page 2)
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AG COMMISSIONER HOSTS
2015 AGRICULTURAL SUMMIT
with NEW Taste of Local Expo
By: Lynn Jensen
Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner Henry Gonzales is hosting an
AGRICULTURAL SUMMIT on Friday, September 11th, from 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM
on the campus of Cal State University
Channel Islands (CSUCI). The summit will
showcase how Ventura County agriculture helps feed our community and the
world.
The Summit will be followed by a Taste of
Local Exposition on Saturday, September
12th from 12:00 to 4:00 PM.
CoLAB is excited about the exceptional
quality of the speakers at this event
and hope our members take advantage
of this opportunity. The panels start at
10:00 AM with opening remarks by Henry
Gonzales. The three speaker panels are
as follows (Click for Speaker Panel Flyer):
Economics: Strengthening agriculture’s
positive contribution to Ventura County
Moderator: Henry Gonzales
Panelists: Edgar Terry (Terry Farms),
Bruce Stenslie (EDC-VC), Casey Houweling (Houwelings)
Perennially one of the top ten agricultural producing counties in the state and
nation, Ventura County produces over $2
billion (2013) worth of healthy fruits, veg-
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To help answer this question and to engage
and inform our local community about the
value and beauty of agriculture in Ventura
County, CoLAB has partnered with other
local agricultural membership associations
to launch a brand new education initiative
called “Treasure Our Farms”. The initiative
works to generate a deeper understanding
of how agriculture and its partnering industries impact and support our local economy
and touch so many lives every day.
Ventura County’s farms play a key role in the
economy and culture of our communities,
while simultaneously providing residents
with access to countless locally-grown fresh
fruits and vegetables at prices much lower
than more urban areas. Treasure Our Farms
is centered on the idea that agricultural
efforts in Ventura County supply communities locally, across the nation, and throughout the world with a wealth of quality
produce.
While some local jurisdictions and organizations have seized on this #1 ranking as an
opportunity to promote themselves as the
reason, we must recognize that over one
third of Ventura County lands have been
stewarded for generations by farm and
ranch families. Local agriculture cannot be
taken for granted and must be treasured by
the surrounding urban communities. Sustainability will require an ongoing investment in technology to overcome the many
difficulties including natural, regulatory and
market threats.
Unlike mountains, oceans and a moderate
climate, agriculture cannot exist without the
efforts and dedicated hard work of people.
Still, our agricultural lands are part of the
beauty that we treasure. Think about that
for a moment. We are fortunate enough
to have healthy, beautiful landscapes that
employ thousands of people and contribute
to our local economy. Such a special blessing
is certainly worth treasuring.
Ventura County truly is an amazing place to
live for so many reasons. We must understand how the contributions of our agricultural community play a critical role in what
makes us #1. For more information about
Treasure Our Farms, we invite you to visit
www.treasureourfarms.com to see the
stories and information that highlight those
who produce and manage the bounty that
we grow right here in Ventura County.

VC CoLAB Annual Meeting

features comedian Damian Mason
CoLAB is very excited to have Damian
Mason present “Agriculture: Trends, Topics,
and Tomorrow” at our upcoming Annual
Meeting: Wednesday, October 14th, 5:30
to 8:30 PM at the Camarillo Ranch House.

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW!
Few people are hilariously funny and farm
knowledgeable like Damian who is a regular
keynote speaker for Business and Agriculture across the country. He is also an entertainer, writer, businessman and farm owner.
Long before Damian enjoyed professional
success in business or on the speaking
circuit, he was a farm boy. At age 8 he had
his first job, bottle-feeding calves on the
Indiana dairy farm where he was raised.
Like many children of agriculture, he was
involved in FFA and was a ten-year 4-H
member. Damian has a degree in Agricultural Economics from Purdue University. He
has also studied comedy writing and improvisation at The Second City in Chicago.
Since 1994, he’s made over 1600 appearances, entertaining crowds in all 50 states
and 8 foreign countries.
Damian is passionate about the industry of
feeding, fueling and clothing the world. His
presentations are funny, smart, professional
and, above all, respectful to the people of
agriculture.
When he’s not traveling for work, Damian
can be found on his Indiana farm with his
wife Lori, or escaping from winter at their
Arizona residence.
Damian’s programs are high energy, crowd
interactive, comedy events with a powerful
message sandwiched amongst the laughter.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to hear
“Agriculture’s professional funny man!”
Get your tickets now as seating at the Camarillo Ranch House is limited!
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(AG Summit: cont. from Page 1)

etables, animal protein and beautiful ornamental plants. Come learn how this positive
cash flow contributes to our local economic
vitality and how consumers and decision
makers can help strengthen agriculture’s
positive contribution to Ventura County.
Distribution: From Field to Fork. Understanding our Food Miles
Moderator: Phil McGrath (McGrath Family
Farms
Panelists: Scott Deardorff (Deardorff Family
Farms), Clare Fox (Food Hub), Jan Berk (San
Miguel Produce)
The term ‘food miles’ refers to the number
of miles food must travel in order to get
from places of production to places of consumption. Ventura County is one of the top
ten agricultural producers in the nation.
Our panelists will discuss the many levels of
food distribution from small tier farming to
large‐scale production and distribution and
how that food feeds our community and
the world.
Water: : The Resource, New Realities and
Solutions
Moderator: Edgar Terry (Terry Farms)
Panelists: Matthew Fienup (CLU CERF),
Bryan Bondy (Calleguas) and Daniel
Rydberg (City of Oxnard)
Water and the drought are two of the most
talked about issues in the media today
across California. While state legislators
are busy crafting new rules, the agricultural industry in Ventura County is trying
to define their future looking at dwindling
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supplies and increasing costs. Our three
panelists will present their viewpoint on
water as a critical resource for our prized
local food production; the new realities
of legislation, environmental regulation
and the marketplace; and some solutions
they envision to help farmers weather the
drought and insure the legacy of farming
and ranching in Ventura County.
For more information on the AG Summit
and taste of Local event and tickets please
go to www.venturacountyagsummit.com/
HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE AG SUMMIT!!

LAFCo AG Mitigation Workshop
The Ventura LAFCo is hosting a public
workshop to consider the possible development of policies pertaining to mitigation for
the conversion of agricultural land to nonagricultural uses. The workshop will take
place on Thursday, September 10, 2015,
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the Camarillo
Public Library Community Room, 4101 E.
Las Posas Rd., Camarillo.
CoLAB submitted a comment letter
to LAFCO in May with respect to this
workshop. We are encouraging all interested members to attend and participate.
CLICK HERE FOR THE INVITE
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U.S. Senator John Boozman Speaks to VC CoLAB

U.S. Senator John Boozman (Arkansas) was
the featured speaker at our August Circle
the Wagons Education Series event.
In a break from our
normal luncheon
meetings, roughly
60 members and
guests
gathered
in an ocean view
room at Ventura’s
Pierpont Inn to get a national perspective
on some critical local issues.

Senator Boozman serves on several committees in the Senate including the Committee
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry and
the Committee on Environment and Public
Works. Attendees were given a general
snapshot of some of the dysfunction and
struggles to collaborate on important
policies at the national level. It didn’t come
as a surprise to most that partisanship and
ideological differences impede progress on
many issues. With a background in raising
cattle and representing a state in which agriculture accounts for nearly one quarter of
the economic activity, the Senator is aware
of many of the challenges facing the agricultural industry. The additional complications of California’s drought were also an

engaging topic of discussion.
Senator Boozman graciously entertained
dozens of questions from attendees that
covered everything from local regulatory
burdens to national security issues. Overall,
it was a unique opportunity for a candid
conversation with an elected official at one
of the highest levels of federal government.
A special thank you to Senator Boozman
and David Spady / American’s for Prosperity for offering CoLAB the opportunity. Also
thank you to Matt Guthrie and Lauren Swift
for coordinating the event.
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VC CoLAB Foundation
Our Foundation purpose is to advance
education and science, combat community deterioration and lessen the
burdens of government.

Do you Like this Newsletter?
Not a Member? Please join us!
Its easy - Online! Only $100/year
(for an individual membership)

Please Visit us on:

Please help us match the generous
$100,000 gift from the
Esper A. Petersen Foundation.
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CoLAB Ventura County
Important Links:
COLAB VC Website:

www.colabvc.org

COLAB SBC Website: www.colabsbc.org
COLAB SLO Website:

www.colabslo.org

Andy Caldwell Talk Radio Show:
Weekdays 3:00 to 5:00 PM

Click HERE to learn more.
All interested donors are directed to
contact Dr. Aubrey Sloan, President
of the Foundation, at (805) 633-2291
or Donate Online HERE.

YOU ARE INVITED!
for Our Annual Meeting
October 14, 2015

